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Wastewater Rate Increase to Protect Against Flooding, Update Aging Infrastructure and Keep Pace with
Growth

On June 14, 2016, Denver Public Works Department received approval from the Denver City Council to
increase annual storm and sanitary sewer rates to help address a backlog of needed storm drainage
improvements and keep pace with growth.

The fee increase, which will be implemented over a five-year period starting July 1, 2016, will support
$383 million in citywide storm drainage improvements to address:
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¢ Neighborhood Needs ($53M) - citywide storm drainage improvement programs

e Focus Basins ($78M) - critical storm drainage capital projects citywide to reduce flood risk to life
and property, including the Platte to Park Hill: Stormwater Systems Program ($206M), which
focuses on neighborhoods east and north of downtown that are most at risk for severe flooding
during storms

o Focus Waterways (525M) - restoration and flood mitigation in partnership with the Urban
Drainage and Flood Control District, U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, etc.

e Water Quality (521M) - projects that improve the health of Denver's waterways
In 2016, rates go into effect July 1st. Beginning 2017, new rates go into effect January 1st each year.

With the rate increase, the city will be able to invest about $30 million annually in stormwater capital
improvement projects citywide — up from $20 million annually. Denver will also be able to increase the
amount it spends on its sanitary sewer system from an average of $2.5 million per year to an average of
$8 million per year over five years.

As a result of the rate increase, the average residential rate payer will pay roughly $23 more per year for
the next five years for both storm and sanitary bills combined. Denver’s storm and sanitary bill rates are
currently about $100 lower than the average for other larger Colorado cities. With these proposed rate
changes, Denver would be about $60 below the average in 2017, when the first full year of the rate
change takes effect.

Denver Wastewater customers will receive information about how the rate change will impact their bills
and what it will fund when they receive their bills. Questions about the rate increase can be directed
to pw.comms@denvergov.org.
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Storm Drainage Rates

Effective
2018 January 1, 2019 2020
Minimum Annual Charge 518.50 520.35 522.39
Ratio Groups S per 100 sq. ft.
.0to .10 2.60 2.86 3.15
.11to0 .20 3.24 3.56 3.92




.21 to .30 3.94 4.33 4.76

.31 to .40 4.64 5.10 5.61
.41 to .50 5.31 5.84 6.42
.51 to .60 5.68 6.25 6.88
.61t0 .70 6.04 6.64 7.30
.71 to .80 6.70 7.37 8.11
.81 to .90 7.37 8.11 8.92
.91 to 1.00 8.09 8.90 9.79

Average SFR monthly charge, using
approximate median of 2,750 sq. ft.
impervious on a 7,500 sq. ft. parcel;
ratio = 0.367

$127.85 $140.64 $154.70

StormPay: Pay Storm Drainage Bill

Denver Revised Municipal Code, Secs. 56-112 & 113

Sanitary Sewer Rates

Effective January
201 202

018 1,2019 020
Rate/thousand gallons 54.34 S4.51 54.69
Unit minimum/living unit 61185 612,32 512,81
(monthly)
Average SFR monthly charge 2018 Effective 1/1/19 2020
Winter consumption = 7,000 530.34 531.55 $32.81
\Winter consumption = 5,000 521.67 522.54 523.44

Meter Minimums (monthly)

2018 Effective 1/1/19 2020
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5/8" meter 511.85 $12.32 $12.81
3/4" meter $17.78 $518.49 $19.23

1" meter 529.61 $30.79 $32.02
1-1/4" meter 544.50 546.28 548.13
1-1/2" meter 559.31 561.68 564.15

2" meter 594.83 598.62 5102.56
3" meter $177.79 $184.90 $192.30
4" meter $296.40 5308.26 $320.59
6" meter $592.76 5616.47 $641.13
8" meter 5948.79 5986.74 $1,026.21
10" meter 51,363.30 51,417.83 51,474.54
12" meter 52,548.79 $2,650.74 $2,756.77
16" meter $2,548.79 52,650.74 52,756.77
Outside City Rate

3-month period (fixed) 5162.04 5168.52 5175.26
Rate/thousand gallons 56.50 56.76 57.03

Unit min. / living unit 517.78 518.49 519.23

Pay Water & Sewer Bill at DenverWater.org

Denver Revised Municipal Code, Sec. 56-93
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